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Message from
The Principal
As we are approaching the end of term and my first six weeks at
Kingswood I thought it would be a good time to get in touch. I have
been utterly impressed by the welcome I have received from parents,
staff and students alike since arriving to take up my post as Principal in
November and I feel very much part of the furniture now. There is so much
for us to be proud of here at Kingswood, so many great traditions, so many
fantastic opportunities our staff offer our deserving students and it is a
privilege to be working with the whole school community on our shared
mission of offering an education which is second to none for all. Next year
will see changes in the Academy, changes to our climate and culture based
on extensive consultations with students and staff, which are under way, as
well as setting out our clear priorities to continue to drive consistently
effective teaching in all subjects, based on high aspirational targets for all
students. A relentless focus on creating ambition and excitement both
within and beyond the curriculum and a broadening of horizons so that all
students feel valued and find value in this world. As has become the norm
here at Kingswood there will be a Christmas panto on the last day of term,
Friday 20 December. The panto, as you are probably aware, is written and
performed by members of Academy staff and is a lovely light hearted look
at the year where the students can enjoy watching the staff poke fun at
themselves! I am very much looking forward to watching this Kingswood
proud tradition with the students! All students will watch the panto and will
then be able to leave at 12:30pm. All Academy transport will run as normal
at this slightly earlier time. Students in receipt of free school meals will have
access to cold food. This will be a full ‘mufti’ day and we shall be holding a
Christmas jumper competition with staff and students. For £1 staff and
students can wear non-uniform clothing. For those who choose to wear a
Christmas jumper the Heads of Year will judge which is the best one in
their year group, in terms of being festive and fun, and award a prize
accordingly. It isn’t compulsory and all mufti money raised will support
Student Council initiatives and nominated charities. All that remains is for
me to wish all of our families a very serene and happy Christmas and a
wonderful new year in which I know our Academy will go from strength to
strength.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Question Time at Kingswood

Our Sixth form students were fortunate to host all three of the prospective MPs for Corby in
the run up to the election. Tom Pursglove of the Conservative Party delivered a talk followed
by a question and answer session, whilst Chris Stanbra and Beth Miller were involved in a
Question Time-style debate, hosted by our Head Girl, Ceara and Head Boy, Harry. All
questions were supplied by our students and none of the candidates escaped without a
grilling! It was an insightful experience for our students and one that will underline the need
for youth engagement in politics.

Remembrance Day

The Remembrance Day poppy display
in the reception area.
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Free Breakfast for
Students
Each student can have a FREE bagel or FREE cereal from the canteen each morning. Please
pass on this message as we are keen to see more

students get involved and enjoy the

FREE breakfast.

Breakfast is open between 8.15-8.30 every
morning.

Post LAC Children Funding
Looked After Children (LAC) and Previously Looked After Children (PLAC) are one of the most vulnerable
groups in society and it is nationally recognised that there is considerable educational under achievement
when compared to other groups. It is recognised that schools are key in helping to raise the educational
standards and improving the life chances of LAC and PLAC and in tackling the cause of

social exclusion

through careful planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Some children previously in care are also eligible to receive PP+ funding. To receive the funding, it is the
responsibility of the school the child attends to formally record the child's previously looked-after status in
the annual January school census.
A ‘previously looked after’ child is a term that refers to a child who has left care via one of the following
routes:



An Adoption Order: this is the legal order which gives adoptive parents full, permanent parental rights

for their children. Children must be living with their adoptive families for at least 10 weeks before the family
can apply for the adoption order.



A Special Guardianship Order: introduced in 2005 as a way of providing children with a permanent fami-

ly without severing legal ties with their birth families. Special guardians may be family members, family
friends, or foster carers. The child’s special guardian does have parental responsibility, however.
A Child Arrangements Order: a court order regulating arrangements relating to who a child lives with or has
contact with. Children will not necessarily have been looked after prior to being placed on a Child
Arrangements Order.
All children in these groups are eligible for post-LAC pupil premium (PP) funding.
Similar to other types of pupil premium, the purpose of post-LAC PP is to raise educational attainment and
close the gap between post-LAC children and their peers.
Children who are electively home educated or are post-16 students are currently not eligible for post-LAC
PP.
If your child falls into any of the above categories and haven't already made us aware, please can you
advise the Academy as soon as possible.
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PSHCE and Personal Development
PSHCE education at the Kingswood Secondary Academy is a Personal Development
programme of learning through which our young people acquire the knowledge,
understanding and skills they need to manage their lives now and in the future. As part of a
whole-school approach, PSHCE education develops the qualities and attributes pupils need to
thrive as individuals and members of society. PSHCE education equips pupils with the
knowledge, understanding, skills and strategies required to live healthy, safe, productive,
capable, responsible and balanced lives. It encourages them to be enterprising and supports
them in making effective transitions, positive learning and career choices and in achieving
economic well-being. Over the next term, pupils will follow a programme of study giving them
the foundations for a positive future. Below are the topics that each year group will cover
based on the theme of personal finance:

Year
Group
7

Spring 1
‘My Money’
Value of money
Personal budget
Bank account basics
Household essentials

8

Work – part-time and full-time
Bank accounts – savings / credit / debit
Practical money skills – negotiating / discounts / faulty goods

9

Pressures on buying – needs / wants
Borrowing money
Gambling
Debt and debt issues
Housing and homelessness

10

Interest rates
Running a household budget
Ethical shopping
Consumer rights
Enterprise

11

Earning and saving
Credit cards
Payday loans
Investing
Financial risks
Financial planning
Budgeting: University / leaving home / working + support
Consumer rights
Benefits / financial support and how to apply

12 & 13
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Winter Showcase
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Senior Maths Challenge
Recently, I had the pleasure of
participating in the Senior Maths
Challenge along with three other students. I first showed an
interest in participating when I
was first set various challenges
using

past

complete

materials

outside

of

to
the

classroom and enjoyed their
varying levels of difficulty. I
managed to practice both with
the chosen team of four and
individually,

utilising

several

past papers and rounds.

The group round, from my point of view was one of the most critically challenging as questions where bizarrely worded in
order to deter you from confronting the actual answer. On the contrary to this, as a team we performed more highly during
this round as any others. Since never having previously attended an official team’s competition, I was quite nervous at the
prospect as to what to expect in terms of competitors and the venue as a whole. Upon arriving we first signed in before being
distributed to our associated table, which were equipped with a starter activity as a warm-up of events to come. It is since
been obvious that the starter questions are definitively easier than any of the succeeding activities, however they were still
enjoyable to complete, managing to subdue my nervous disposition. Questions ranged from multiplying fractions using
BIDMAS to find an answer through a given ratio. We all managed to complete the starter with relative fluency, getting those
that we completed correct. In total there were 19 schools all equipped with students of varying ages. After a swift
introduction, our first round was the group round which we had 40 minutes to complete: allowing us to discuss answers as a
collective team of four. The group round consisted of 10 questions each worth 6 marks, gradually adopting more difficulty
with ascending numbers. Answering all the questions in the time provided, we correctly answered 7/10 questions: scoring us
a total of 42 for the first round. The next round was the cross number, to which each school was split into pairs: one pair
answering the ACROSS section and the other answering the DOWN. Also 40 minutes to complete, however every number
was worth 1 mark out of a potential 66. The cross number, from my perspective, was the easiest round, as certain rows could
be answered without the assistance from their pair: in terms of missing across or down values. The pairs weren’t able to
communicate throughout the 40 minutes except through the teacher supervising the round. We managed to score a total of
60/66. The concluding round was the shuttle, which consisted of 4 parts each given 8 minutes to complete, to which in 5
minutes each team were able to achieve possible bonus points for completely the section quicker and having answered all
the questions accurately. As a team this was our poorest performing round as the answer to the preceding question was
necessary to work out the answer of the following question. Therefore if the answer given to you by your pair was wrong,
then your answer would also be wrong as a result. This happened on several occasions due to not reading the question
properly or simply running out if time; however we managed to correctly answer all 4 parts on the final round. Giving us a
total of 22/60. Across the whole event we managed to sore 124/186 landing us in 11th place. To our surprise we discovered
that we were an achievable 14 points away from 3rd, meaning that placement ranged by 1 mark. With victors achieving
177/186: Uppingham School. Overall it was a pleasant and very enjoyable experience, one which I would gladly be involved
in again.
Bianca Year 10
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Anti-Bullying Week

EMOTIONAL WELLBEING DROP IN
Mondays and Tuesdays 5pm – 7pm
Young people aged 11 – 25 from Corby area
No appointment necessary, walk in
MIND Building, 18 Argyll Street, Corby NN17 1RU
ADDITIONAL COUNSELLING PROVISION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGE 16 – 25
Available via the above drop in provision
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NSPCC Tips for Parents/Carers
Is there a legal age limit for a child to be left alone?
There is no legal age at which children may be left home alone, but parents can be prosecuted for
neglect if it puts them at risk of injury or suffering.
The guide (accessible below) from the NSPCC gives sound advice and useful tips to help parents
decide in which situations they may leave their children home alone, and what they need to do to
ensure their safety and wellbeing. It explains the risks of leaving babies and younger children unattended, and provides helpful advice on what qualities and experience to look for when choosing a
babysitter or appropriate childcare.
There is a quiz for parents and children which explores how the child feels about being left at home
alone and what they might do in different scenarios, such as a power cut or if someone came to the
door. Parents can fill in the ‘while I’m away’ pull-out with times and contact numbers and stick it on
the fridge before they go out. This could be useful in offering or providing parenting advice to new
parents and those caring for young children or teenagers. You can download the booklet for all of
the information;
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1110/home-alone-guide-keeping-child-safe.pdf

Anxiety Tips for Parents/Carers

Page 10

Digital Wellbeing
Young people aged 11-14 are likely to be completely
independent in their internet and technology use and
may use social media, online games and watch online
videos on a daily basis. Here are some of the main
factors relating to digital wellbeing, which can affect a
young person aged 11-14: Extended Use, A desire to 'fit
in', Mechanisms to keep us hooked, Content which
makes us feel uncomfortable, Digital drama.
When it comes to supporting young people aged 11-14
with digital wellbeing we need to empower them to
make choices which are right for them and will make
their online lives purposeful, positive and inspiring.
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Age Restrictions for
Social Media
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Online Safety
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Supportive and informative advice in
relation to online gaming
Gaming is a popular pastime for both young
people and adults across the world. Many
games have adopted an interactive online element- whether it's playing against other users,
chatting or making purchases. For most children and young people, gaming is a fun way
to spend time with friends and create opportunities to develop teamwork, concentration skills
and problem-solving. ThinkUKnow (CEOP)
have written a comprehensive article for parents and carers regarding gaming including
chatting,

risks,

tips

etc.

https://

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming.
There are also articles that will help you to start
important conversations with young people
about what to think about before live streaming.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/
whatislivestreaming/?
utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=d48
4a4568bTUK_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_OCT
OBER&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54
505554-d484a4568b-64797077
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Knife Crime

Whilst knife crime isn’t as common as some people think, it does happen and knives can affect everyone, not just
people in gangs, therefore the key messages that the Police are keen to communicate throughout Northamptonshire
to both young people and their parents/carers are:
Advice for young people
· If you carry a knife or weapon, you’re more likely to be attacked or threatened by other people or gangs who carry
weapons
· Carrying a knife can also mean you are more likely to kill or injure yourself badly with your weapon or hurt or kill
others
· If you have a knife, you may not plan to use it, but whether you do or not it is still illegal to carry a knife.
· Police can stop you and search you if they think your or your friends have a weapon. You could be arrested or go to
prison for carrying, buying or selling a weapon. Possession of a knife can carry a prison sentence of up to 5 years
– even if you don’t use it. If you stab someone and they die, you may face a life sentence
· Even if it’s not you who does it, if someone is injured or killed by a knife in your presence you could be sent to prison
for being involved, in what is known as “Joint enterprise”
· It’s illegal for shops to sell knives to anyone under 18. Buying a knife under the age of 18 is an offence including
kitchen knives and even cutlery
· If you have a criminal record you might not be accepted into a college or Uni, get a job or travel to some countries
like USA, Australia and Canada
· It’s never too late to get help if you’re worried about knife crime or involved with it already. You could talk to your
teacher, another adult you trust, or Childline on 0800 1111
Advice for parents/carers
· You can really help with knife crime prevention by talking through the issues with your child
· Find a quiet time and a bit of privacy, reassure them that they can be honest with you, and let them know you’ll
support them without judgement
· Your child may be reluctant or scared to talk but be patient and try not to react straight away on what they may tell
you. Encourage them to share their fears and worries
· They might not think you know anything about knife crime and the issues surrounding it, so take some time
beforehand to read up on some of the facts on one of the information websites below
· Raise the point that walking away from confrontation or a fight is the braver thing to do. If someone pulls a knife on
them, the safest and wisest thing to do is walk away. In ten years’ time nobody will remember they walked away, but it
they stand their ground the consequences could last a lifetime
· It may be that you learn some worrying things, try not to overact but don’t feel you have to deal with this on your own,
there is support available
Concerns about Knife Crime
· If you are a child and are worried about your own or a friend’s involvement with knives you can call Childline on 0800
1111
· If you are worried about someone who may be carrying knives, you can give information anonymously by calling
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111
· In an emergency call Police on 999
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Loughborough University
School Visit
26 Y11 GCSE PE / Cambridge
National

pupils

went

on

a

Loughborough University schools
visit. The day consisted of an
introduction to university life, a tour
of the campus and amazing sports
facilities,

a

sport

psychology

lecture, and a handball session. All
pupils were brilliantly behaved and
represented the school extremely
well.

Bike Locks
Bike thefts. The manager of the local cycle shop
Richardsons (113 Rockingham Rd, Corby NN17
1JW), Craig Shaw, has agreed a 10% discount
for KSA students on

D-locks. Take your plan-

Book Fair

ner & a form of ID that matches the name on the
planner to claim the 10% discount. Thank you
Richardsons.

Scholastic Book Fair - The fair will
open on Friday 12th December until
the

Tuesday

17th

December.

Everyone is welcome. Every book sold
at the fair will help to stock the library.

Exam Certificates
A-Level and GCSE

Exam

Certificates can be

collected from the 1st December. Please contact the
Exam Office if you would like to collect your exam
certificates from the 1st

December. Photographic

identification is required to release the certificates.
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...A RE-CAP OF THIS TERM’S TWITTER NEWS @KingswoodAcad
SLT serving breakfast to all staff

An extra Year 11 maths qualification,

on our Training Day. Nice hats!

GCSE Statistics, starting today with

#BeInspired

our partners at PET-Xi #BeInspired

Brilliant to have 39 Y11 students in
during their holiday to work on GCSE
Statistics - now that's what we call
commitment! #beinspired we are!

As part of our training day an excellent
teacher led session on motivating boys
inspired by the excellent Boys Don't Try
book.

Copies

being

bought

for

all

faculties #BeInspired

Fascinating and supports long held beliefs about the bias of league tables. KSA
is already a 'Good' school and jumps
over 280 places in the 'fair league table'
BBC News - Pupil background 'should be
part of league tables'
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...A RE-CAP OF THIS TERM’S TWITTER NEWS @KingswoodAcad
Kingswood hosted the Primary School Indoor Athletics Festival. With the help of our wonderful Sports Leaders the festival ran smoothly and was a huge success! Well done to all
competing schools and to our Sports Leaders.
#KingswoodPE #beinspired #IndoorAthletics

Thanks to David from Stretch Development for his motivational talk
this morning - it was the

perfect

way to begin a new half term
#beinspired @davidhyner

Thanks to all those who attended the UCAS
Information evening last night and thank you
to Nina from the University of Northampton
for her insight into how students can help
themselves to get accepted onto the right
courses #beinspired

Wonderfully creative Remembrance display at KSA #BeInspired
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...A RE-CAP OF THIS TERM’S TWITTER NEWS @KingswoodAcad

Fantastic

to

have

our

school

based

Emergency Service Cadets involved in the
Corby Remembrance Day parade. Well done
to all staff and students involved #beinspired
#lestweforget

We're off to Normandy and the D-day
beaches. Excited staff and students
#BeInspired

A fantastic assembly given today by
Mr Thomas for #antibullyingweek The
students were thoughtful, engaged and
sincere in their reflexions on how bullying
has impacted on them and their friends
#beinpsired

Brilliant effort by our Y8 cross country team who competed in the Kettering and Corby
Cross Country Championships at West Glebe Park #beinspired well done to all who
participated
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...A RE-CAP OF THIS TERM’S TWITTER NEWS @KingswoodAcad
Thanks to Sarah Murrell from PiXL who is
helping us to help our students to think
hard #beinspired

Thank you to Sara Earl from Corby Borough
Council for delivering an assembly on climate
change to our Year 12s. It was informative
and motivating #beinspired

Congratulations to Callum who has won the
Science competition and the right to switch on
the dazzling lights of the Science prep room, and
he's won a selection box to boot! #beinspired

Thanks to Tom Pursglove for discussing the
key issues in the forthcoming election with
our Sixth form. It was insightful and
engaging #beinspired

Thank you to Chris Stanbra @Corbychris and
Beth Miller @BethMiller91 our Liberal Democrat
and Labour Candidates, for attending our election
debate this morning. It was an insightful and
engaging experience for our Sixth formers. Every
vote matters! #beinspired

Mrs Wood and fifteen Y11 students
enjoying themselves and at the GCSE
English

in

Westminster.

Action

conference

#beinspired

in
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For Information
Emergency Closure
In the event of severe weather, every effort will be made to keep the Academy open as
normal. There are, however, circumstances when a school has no other reasonable option but
to

close.

If

this

is

the

case

it

will

be

announced

on

our

website

www.kingswoodsecondaryacademy.org by 7.15am on the day of closure. We encourage
parents to use our website as the first port of call.

Lost Property
We have accumulated a great deal of lost property, and unfortunately will only be able to store
it for a short while. If your child has lost any items, please remind them to visit Student Services to collect them.

Student Services
At Kingswood we do not have a school nurse, we are seeing an increase in students attending
student services for illness/ailments that have occurred

outside of school. If this is the case

please make an appointment to see a healthcare professional i.e. your GP. Please note that first
aiders can only offer very basic assistance to sustain life or to minimise the chance of further
injury. They cannot diagnose, nor can they offer advice on seeking further treatment from other
medical professionals.

Sixth Form Applications
The Sixth Form team are now accepting applications to join Sixth Form. The application form is
on the website under ‘Our Academy’ ,‘Sixth Form’ and then ’Sixth Form Prospectus’ Please fill
in the application and return to Sixth form or applications can be completed digitally and sent
to kalexander@kingswoodsecondaryacademy.org.

Principal: Mrs Michelle Newman
Gainsborough Road, Corby, Northants, NN18 9NS
Telephone: 01536 741857
Email: enquiries@kingswoodsecondaryacademy.org

The Kingswood Secondary Academy is one of the Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust Group of Academies

