
29 September 2016 
 
 
Re: Bronze Practice Expedition 1  
Grendon Hall.  Saturday 15 - Sunday 16 October 2016. 
 
As you are aware your child has expressed an interest in taking part in the overnight 
expedition to Grendon Hall on the above weekend as a taster for the Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme.  Kingswood staff accompanying the pupils on the weekend include; Mr 
Lawson; Ms Hiom, Mrs Pereira and Ms Skorwider. 
 
The activities and content of the weekend are being led by WayAhead Training.  This 
company has been highly recommended to us and has a great deal of experience in 
running Duke of Edinburgh training and expeditions, not only in the UK but also abroad. 
Pupils will be sleeping in single-sex tents on site at Grendon Hall (Northamptonshire 
County Council’s outdoor learning centre).  Staff from Kingswood and Way Ahead 
Training will be sleeping close by in their own tents. 
 
Outline of the activities: 
 
Saturday: 
10:00 am  Parents transport their child to Grendon Hall NN7 1JW 
10:15 am  Campcraft 
1:00 pm  Lunch 
2:00 pm  Walk on local footpaths 
6:00 pm  Return & Cook Tea 
7:00 pm  Debrief 
8:00 pm  Pupils go to their tents 
 
Sunday: 
8:00 am  Breakfast 
9:00 am  Pack tents and clear camp 
10:00 am  Walk on local footpaths 
2:00 pm  Debrief by Way Ahead Training 
3:00 pm  Parents collect children from Grendon Hall 
 
 
As you can see from the above programme pupils are going to be quite busy.  Other 
than the planned walks it is not intended that any pupil will leave the Grendon Hall site, 
and therefore there will be no ‘unsupervised’ time.  Pupils will need to bring all their own 
food for both days which includes a packed lunch for both Saturday and Sunday, as well 
as food for dinner on Saturday evening and Sunday morning breakfast, which can be 
cooked on the stoves provided. Part of the camp-craft session will be given over to 
pupils learning how to use a stove safely.    
 



The probability at this time of year is for chilly weather and we do ask that Your child is 
well supplied with warm clothing (including hat and gloves).  Pupils should also bring 
either a single good quality sleeping bag, or two thinner bags to be used one inside the 
other.  Furthermore, waterproofs will be essential and pupils must wear appropriate 
footwear (boots are preferable). All tents, cooking equipment and maps are provided.  
On request, and if we are given sufficient notice, Way Ahead Training will also be able to 
provide some items of equipment e.g. a suitable rucksack and waterproofs. 
 
The cost of the weekend is £70.   A deposit of £20 is required by Monday 3 October to 
secure a place for Your child.  The balance of £50 then needs to be paid by Monday 10 
October.  Please ensure that the medical / activity forms are accurately completed and 
are handed in to the Academy Finance Office no later than Monday 3 October.  If you 
have not already done so we would be very grateful if you would give your parental 
photographic permission to enable us to record and celebrate this valuable experience. 
 
If after the weekend Your child would like to sign up for the full DofE Bronze Award then 
there will be a DofE Registration Form to complete and an associated fee of £30 to 
cover the ‘Particpation Place’. 
 
I am very much looking forward to pupils having the fantastic opportunity of participating 
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, hopefully we will be blessed with good 
weather too! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Mr J Lawson 
Deputy Principal 


